
Neocalanus gracilis 
Phylum  Arthropoda 
Order  Calanoida 
Family  Calanidae 

Synonyms 
Calanus gracilis Dana, 1849 
 
Size 
Female: 2.4-4.0 mm 
 
Genus notes 
• Cephalosome and pedigerous somite 1 

usually fused in female, separate in 
male 

• P2 in both sexes with a recurved spine 
at the outer distal border of exopodite 
segment 1 

• Coxa of P5 inner border without 
serrations in both sexes 

• Male leg 5 with both exopodite and 
endopodite 3-segmented; left leg 
modified, endopodite usually with 8 
setae; right leg unmodified or with 
inner edge setae of exopodite absent 

 
Female 
• Cephalosome and pedigerous somite1 

fused 
• Basis of P1 with large spine at base of 

inner setae 
• P1 terminal exopod setae with a 

proximally truncate external blade 
  
Distribution 
• Epi-, meso- and bathypelagic 
• Cosmopolitan in temperate, 

subtropical and tropical water 
 
Ecology 
• Fine particle feeders, probably 

omnivorous  
• Reproduction might occur at 

mesopelagic depths 
• Multiple generations per year 
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Neocalanus gracilis 

Size 
Male:  2.3 – 3.1 mm  
 
Male 
• Cephalosome and pedigerous somite 

1 fused 
• P2-4 distal exopod segments with 

dentate outer margins 
• P5 right distal expopod segment with 

setae on the inner border 
  
Source 
Boxshall & Halsey (2004) 
Bradford( 1972) 
Bradford-Grieve ( 1994) 
Brady (1883) 
Chen & Zhang (1964) 
Corral Estrada (1970) 
Giesbrecht (1892) 
Razouls et al. (2012) 
Shmeleva & Kovalev (1974) 
 
Full reference available at 

http://

http://www.imas.utas.edu.au/zooplankton/references
http://www.imas.utas.edu.au/zooplankton/references

