
 

imas.utas.edu.au 

       
 

Tuesday 29 October 2019 

 

New research casts light on iron 

enrichment in the ocean’s twilight zone 

 

Half of the marine life in the world’s oceans depends on the enrichment of 
phytoplankton by dissolved iron, just as plants at the base of the food chain on 

land need nutrients to help them grow. 
 

However, knowledge of the processes by which iron, used by the phytoplankton, 
is resupplied to the marine environment and distributed in the deep ocean is 
limited due to sparse data. 

 
A new IMAS-
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